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Universität für Bodenkultur Wien

University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna

Curriculum

for the Master’s Programme in
[…]
Programme classification no.
Effective date
Foreword
This master copy shows the structure of master’s programme curricula at BOKU with regard to form and content. It applies to all master’s programmes and is intended to assist you with the preparation of your programmes’ curricula. 

Please note: Sections in italic script are provided to help fill in the required contents and should be deleted after completion of the curriculum. Text sections in non-italic script can be included unchanged. 
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§ 1
Qualification profile

The master’s programme in […] is a degree programme which serves to deepen and extend students’ pre-vocational academic education, building on the basis provided by a bachelor degree programme (§ 51 [2] item 5 of the Universities Act UG 2002, Federal Law Gazette BGBl I no. 81/2009). The programme fulfils the requirements of Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications, article 11, letter e. 
The qualification profile is the part of the curriculum that describes which academic and professional qualifications the students should acquire in the course of the degree programme (§ 51 [2] item 29 UG 2002 BGBl. I no. 81/2009). It consists of two parts: 


1a) Knowledge and personal and professional skills
This section should include knowledge and skills, both personal and professional, that graduates of this programme should have mastered, listed in detailed form as learning outcomes. Possible formulations include: “After completing the programme, the graduate will have the skills to…”; “Graduates of the programme are qualified to…”, etc. 


1b) Professional qualifications
Under this heading, please include the possible fields and professions the graduate of the master’s programme is qualified to work in. It is important to ensure that the qualification profile above agrees with the fields and professions listed here, as certain professions require the mastery of specific learning outcomes.  

Any professional licenses conferred upon the student at graduation must be listed separately (Note: Relevant professional licenses should be reviewed and corrected if necessary when amendments are made or new curricula developed.).
§ 2
Admission requirements

Graduates of the bachelor’s programme(s) in […] […] offered by BOKU University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences Vienna are eligible for admission with no further requirements. 

For graduates of other bachelor’s programmes, mastery of the following learning outcomes is required for admission: 

[…]Learning outcome

[…]Learning outcome
[…]Learning outcome
[…]Learning outcome
[…]Learning outcome
Pursuant to § 54 (5) of the UG 2002 BGBl. I no. 81/2009, it must be ensured that completion of a BOKU bachelor’s programme entitles graduates to admission to at least one master’s programme in a relevant field with no further requirements. 
The Academic Programme Committee (Fachstudienkommission) determines which bachelor’s programme qualifies students for admission to which (consecutive) master’s programme or programmes in a relevant field or fields. The Academic Programme Committee also decides which learning outcomes must be mastered at the bachelor level as a prerequisite for admission to a master’s programme. 

Required learning outcomes should be formulated as clearly and specifically as possible. The individual student is responsible for providing proof of mastery of the required learning outcomes. 

In addition, knowledge of English at level B2 (Common European Framework of Reference for Languages) is required. 
§ 3
Programme structure

3a) Duration, total ECTS credits, and structure 
The programme consists of courses and other requirements worth a total of 120 ECTS credits. This is equivalent to a duration of four semesters (a total of 3,000 60-minute credit hours). The programme is divided into 
Compulsory courses: 
no fewer than 20 ECTS credits (actual no. of ECTS credits) including

Master´s thesis seminar
min. 2 ECTS (if Master´s thesis seminar is required)


Compulsory internship:
3 ECTS credits (if compulsory internship is required)

Master’s thesis: 
30 ECTS credits (not including the Master’s thesis seminar)

Elective courses:
no more than 52 ECTS credits (actual no. of ECTS credits)
Free electives:
   18 ECTS credits
Foreign language-


taught courses*):
[…] ECTS credits(actual no. of ECTS credits)
The workload required to complete a specific learning outcome in a teaching unit (course, module, degree programme) is expressed in ECTS credits. One ECTS credit corresponds to 25 60-minute credit hours, and one academic year is worth 60 ECTS credits (1,500 credit hours). 

The following applies to the assignment of ECTS credits:

1. The skills students are required to acquire in an individual teaching unit (course, module, etc.) must be defined and listed in the form of learning outcomes.

2. A workload in hours is set based on these outcomes, i.e., the time students will typically need to achieve these outcomes. This is usually an estimated value.  

3. When estimating the workload, all learning activities must be taken into account. Learning activities include:  

a. Contact hours ( = course time held in the presence of both instructors and students); including examinations
b. Independent work (course preparation, studying for exams, writing homework and papers) 

4. Allocation of ECTS credits is done independently of teaching staff assignments. 
5. The workload is then the total number of hours required of the student to complete the teaching unit. 

→ A suggested formula for computing credit hours: 15 (weeks) x 45 minutes =
    11.25 credit hours (60 minutes each)

*)  Re
foreign language-taught courses
3b) Three-pillar principle
The three-pillar principle is the central identifying characteristics of both the bachelor’s and master’s programmes offered at the University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna. In the master’s programmes, the sum of the compulsory and elective courses must be made up of at least 

15% technology and engineering
15% natural sciences 
15% economic and social sciences, law 

The master’s thesis, compulsory internship and free electives are excluded from the three-pillar rule.

3c) Joint degree programmes
At the University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna, degree programmes offered in cooperation with other Austrian or international post secondary educational institutions are preferably held as joint degree programmes. Double or multiple degree programmes are offered only in exceptional cases. 

§ 4
Compulsory courses 


Compulsory courses can either be subjects that all students enrolled in this degree programme are required to complete, or required units in a major. 

Modularization is generally preferable in master’s programmes. The smallest modular unit should ideally consist of 6 ECTS credits. A module must be made up of at least 2 types of course; in the case of mixed-type courses, one is sufficient (see Types of Courses in Annex A).
The following compulsory courses are required to complete the master’s programme:
	Subject (Module)
	Course type
	ECTS credits
	Percentage/pillar (in%)

	Course title
	
	
	Tech./Eng.
	Nat.sci.
	EcSoLa

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Subject (Module)
	Course type
	ECTS credits
	Percentage/pillar (in%)

	Course title
	
	
	Tech./Eng.
	Nat.sci.
	EcSoLa

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Tech./Eng.= technology and engineering; Nat.sci. = natural sciences; EcSoLa = economic and social sciences, law
§ 5
Elective courses 


Elective courses worth a total of […] ECTS credits are required to complete the master’s programme. (Text can be adapted depending on the offer of elective courses.)
Modularization is generally preferable in master’s programmes. The smallest modular unit should ideally consist of 6 ECTS credits. A module must be made up of at least 2 types of course; in the case of mixed-type courses, one is sufficient (see Types of Courses in Annex A).
	Subject (Module)
	Course type
	ECTS credits
	Percentage/pillar (in%)

	Course title
	
	
	Tech./Eng.
	Nat.sci.
	EcSoLa

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Subject (Module)
	Course type
	ECTS credits
	Percentage/pillar (in%)

	Course title
	
	
	Tech./Eng.
	Nat.sci.
	EcSoLa

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Tech./Eng.= technology and engineering; Nat.sci. = natural sciences; EcSoLa = economic and social sciences, law

§ 6
Free electives

Free electives worth a total of 18 ECTS credits are required to complete the master’s programme. Free electives may be selected from all courses offered by all recognized universities in Austria and abroad. Free electives are intended to impart knowledge and skills in the student’s own academic subject as well as in fields of general interest. 

A list of recommended free electives is included in Annex C.

If recommendations for free electives are given, please list these in Annex C. Otherwise the final sentence above should be deleted. 
§ 7
Compulsory internship

A compulsory internship is a recommended requirement in a master’s programme. Students should be given the opportunity to complete this internship abroad and be strongly encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity. 

Three ECTS credits are to be awarded for a compulsory internship, regardless of duration in working weeks. The ECTS credits are awarded for completion of an internship seminar, and not for the work actually performed. Completion of the internship is the prerequisite for participation in the internship seminar. Students are required to document this by presenting confirmation of the completed internship. 

Please bear in mind that by assigning 3 ECTS credits to the internship, the number of ECTS credits remaining for the rest of the compulsory courses is reduced by 3. 

The Academic Programme Committee responsible for the programme in question determines the length of the compulsory internship. 
(1) The compulsory internship is intended to help students improve the skills learned in their degree programme. It is also intended to encourage students to learn to apply what they have learned into practice, and recognize relationships between theory and practice.
(2) The compulsory internship shall be at least […] weeks in duration. It is recommended to complete the internship between the second and third semesters of the degree programme. Students may also split the internship into more than one part.
(3) The compulsory internship seminar provides students with a thematic review of the internship experience.  

(4) Planning the procedural steps to be taken is the responsibility of the Academic Programme Committee for the relevant programme. The procedure should be described here.  Suggestion: The student must contact the instructor of the internship seminar in a timely manner before the start of his/her internship to arrange supervision. The instructor shall consult with the student and advise him/her on the choice of an internship placement and the necessary procedures and reporting requirements. The approval of the instructor is required if the student wishes to split the internship into more than one part. 
(5) If no internship placement pursuant to (1) can be organized in spite of a genuine effort on the part of the student, a substitute must be selected in agreement with the instructor of the internship seminar. Possible substitutes include e.g. participation in a research project at BOKU or another research institution in a relevant field. 

(6) Completion of the internship seminar is the confirmation of the completion of the compulsory internship or the substitute activity. 

§ 8
Master’s thesis  

A master’s thesis is a paper on a scientific topic, to be written as part of a master’s degree programme (for exceptions please see the By Laws (Satzung) of the University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna, part III- Teaching, § 30 [9]). The thesis is worth a total of 30 ECTS credits. With their master’s theses, students demonstrate their ability to independently address a scientific topic, both thematically and methodologically (§ 51 [8] UG 2002 BGBl. I no. 81/2009). 
The topic of a master’s thesis shall be chosen in such a way that it is reasonable to expect a student to be able to complete it within six months. Multiple students may jointly address a topic, provided that the performance of individual students can be assessed (§ 81 [2] UG 2002 BGBl. I no. 81/2009).
The master’s thesis shall be written in German or English. Languages other than German or English are permissible only if approved and confirmed by the thesis supervisor. The thesis defence must be held in German or English regardless of the language of the thesis. 

§ 9
Completion of the master’s programme

The master’s programme in […] has been completed when the student has passed all required courses and received a positive grade on the master’s thesis and defensio. 

§ 10
Academic degree

Graduates of the master’s programme in […] are awarded the academic degree Diplom-Ingenieurin (f) or Diplom-Ingenieur (m) , abbreviated as Dipl.-Ing.in/Dipl.Ing. or DIin/DI. The academic degree Dipl.-Ing.in/Dipl.Ing. or DIin/DI, if used, shall precede the bearer’s name (§ 88 [2] UG 2002 BGBl. I no. 81/2009).
alternatively (Use this alternative for international or internationally-oriented programmes.)

Graduates of the master’s programme in […] are awarded the academic title Master of Science, abbreviated as MSc or M.Sc. The academic degree MSc (M.Sc), if used, shall follow the bearer’s name (§ 88 [2] UG 2002 BGBl. I no. 81/2009).
§ 11
Examination regulations 


(1) The master’s programme in […] has been completed successfully when the following requirements have been met:  

· positive completion of the compulsory courses worth a total of  […] ECTS credits (§ 4) 

· positive completion of elective courses worth a total of  […] ECTS credits (§ 5) 

· positive completion of free electives worth a total of  […] ECTS credits (§ 6) 

· a positive grade on the master’s thesis and the defensio
(2) Student evaluation takes the form of course and module examinations. Course examinations can be either written or oral, as determined by the course instructor, taking the ECTS credit value of the course into account. Any prerequisites for admission to examinations shall be listed in § 4 under the respective course/module.
(3) Student evaluation in modules: Module evaluation is based on the grades given the students in the individual courses that make up the module. The total evaluation for the module is calculated as the average of the grades of all module courses, weighted by ECTS credits. Average values of .5 or lower are rounded to the better (numerically lower) grade; values of over .5 are rounded to the worse (numerically higher) grade. If deemed necessary, the Dean of Students may require a module examination at his/her discretion. 

(4) The choice of examination method shall be based on the type of course: Lectures shall conclude with a written or oral examination, if continuous assessment of student performance is not applied. Seminars (SE) and project-based courses (PJ) can be evaluated based on independently written papers, length and contents of which are determined by the course instructor. For all other course types, the examination type is at the instructor’s discretion. 
(5) After the successful completion of all the courses and examinations required in the 
master’s programme, the completed master’s thesis, after it has been given a positive evaluation by the thesis supervisor, shall be publically presented by the student and defended in the form of an academic discussion (defensio). The committee shall consist of a committee chair and two additional university teachers with a venia docendi or equivalent qualification. The student’s total performance (thesis and defensio) will be assigned a comprehensive grade. Both thesis and defensio must receive a passing grade for the student to complete the programme. The written evaluations stating the rationale for the thesis grade and the defensio grade are included in calculating the comprehensive grade and are documented separately. 
The comprehensive grade is calculated as follows: 

· Master’s thesis: 70% 

· Defensio (incl. presentation): 30%

(6) A comprehensive evaluation of the student’s performance on the entire programme shall be assigned. A comprehensive evaluation of “passed” means that each individual component of the programme was completed successfully. If individual components of the programme have not been successfully completed, the comprehensive evaluation is “failed”. A comprehensive evaluation of “passed with honours” is granted if the student has received no grade worse than a 2 (good) on all individual components, and if at least 50% of the individual components were graded with 1 (excellent). 

§ 12
Transitional provisions

For students continuing their studies under the provisions of the previously valid curriculum, the list of equivalent courses (Äquivalenzliste) pursuant to a resolution of the Academic Programme Committee (Studienkommission) applies. This list includes all courses that correspond to courses offered in the previously valid curriculum. 

For students who switch to the new master’s programme curriculum, examinations for courses taken under the provisions of the previously valid curriculum shall be recognized towards the new programme under the provisions of this curriculum based on the list of equivalent courses. 

§ 13
Effective date

This curriculum shall take effect on […].

Annex A
Types of courses

The following types of courses are available:
(Please only offer course types included in this list from now on.) 
Lecture (VO) 
Lectures are courses in which certain areas of a subject and the methods used in this area are imparted through didactic presentation. 

Exercise course (UE) 
Exercise courses are courses in which students are instructed in specific practical skills, based on theoretical knowledge. 

Practical course (PR) 
Practical courses are classes in which students deal with specific topics independently, based on previously acquired theoretical and practical knowledge. 

Compulsory internship seminar (PP)
The compulsory internship seminar is a class in which students deal independently with topics related to their internship placements, based on previously acquired theoretical and practical knowledge.
Seminar (SE)
Seminars are courses in which students are required to work independently on the respective subject, deepen their knowledge of the topic and discuss relevant issues.

Field trips (EX)
Field trips are courses in which students have the opportunity to experience relevant fields of study in real-life practical application, to deepen their knowledge of the respective subject. Field trips can be taken to destinations both in Austria and abroad. 

Master thesis seminar (MA)
Master thesis seminars are seminars intended to provide students with academic support during the thesis writing process. 

Mixed-type courses:
Mixed-type courses combine the characteristics of the courses named above (with the exception of project-type courses). Integration of different course-type elements improved the didactic value of these courses. 

Project course (PJ) 
Project courses are characterized by problem-based learning. Under instruction, students work - preferably in small groups - on case studies, applying appropriate scientific methods. 

Lecture and seminar (VS) 
Lecture and exercise (VU) 
Lecture and field trip (VX) 
Seminar and field trip (SX) 
Exercise and seminar (US) 
Exercise and field trip (UX)
Annex B
Module descriptions


If the programme contains modules, then a description of each module must be prepared according to the following structure and added to the curriculum:

	Module title
	

	Module type
	Compulsory or elective

	Module no.
	

	
Workload
	ECTS credits
	Weekly credit hours
	Contact hours
	Independent study
	Total hours

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Learning outcomes
	

	Courses 

	Course title
	

	ECTS credits
	

	Weekly credit hours
	

	Contact hours
	

	Independent study
	

	Total hours (60 min.)
	

	Prerequisites
	

	Frequency (how often module is available)
	


Annex C
Recommended free electives

Students are recommended to select their free electives from the following list of subjects.
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