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The University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna (BOKU) 
 

is announcing the position 
of a Full Professor for 

 
Development Research 

 
 
As of 1st January 2020, the University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna (BOKU) seeks 
to appoint a Full Professor at the Institute for Development Research, Department of Sustainable 
Agricultural Systems (DNAS). The position is offered in accordance with § 98 of the 2002 Universities 
Act in the form of an open-ended contract. 
 
The University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, the Alma Mater Viridis, conducts research 
and provides education on all aspects of sustainable development. We combine natural sciences, 
engineering and socio-economic sciences with the aim to increase knowledge of the ecologically, 
socially and economically sustainable use of natural resources. With more than 12,000 students and 
over 2,500 employees, BOKU is one of the leading life science universities in Europe. 
 
Considering its commitment to sustainable development, BOKU has integrated research for 
development in various disciplines for many years. Ten years ago, this commitment was 
institutionalized as the Centre for Development Research. To successfully continue this work, the 
Institute for Development Research (IDR) will be established at the Department of Sustainable 
Agricultural Systems on 1st January 2020. 
 
The Institute for Development Research (IDR) conducts research and provides education on the 
sustainable use of natural resources mainly in the Global South, guided by the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). Key areas are system analysis and modelling, food and nutrition 
security, and learning in development processes. The Institute coordinates the Cluster for 
Development Research (CDR) of BOKU scientists with a particular interest in development research 
in the Global South. The IDR also coordinates the activities of Austrian universities on SDG2 (Zero 
Hunger) for the UniNEtZ network. Starting in fall 2019, the IDR will be responsible for establishing the 
Austria-Africa UniNet, an initiative to strengthen collaboration between Austrian and African scientific 
institutions. 
 
Profile and expected expertise 
 
From the professor for Development Research, we expect a strong scientific track record in at least 
one of the three strategic priorities of the IDR: 
• systems analysis and modelling, 
• food and nutrition security, 
• learning in development processes. 
 
In addition, we expect expertise in innovative research and teaching on the sustainable use of natural 
resources, preferably in the Global South, including experience in the coordination of projects and 
networks. The research must attract external funding and the candidate must show the ability to work 
in trans- and interdisciplinary groups. A teaching portfolio related to the research areas and according 
to BOKU curricula has to be developed. The supervision of Bachelor, Master, and doctoral students is 
required. 
 
Requirements 
• Teaching authorization according to Austrian University law (venia docendi), or an equivalent 

subject-relevant academic qualification. 
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• Competences in teaching as well as in supervising Master and doctoral students. The candidate 
is expected to submit a teaching portfolio. 

• Teaching in German and English. For applicants from abroad: we expect you to reach a German 
level of B1 within a period of two years. 

• Relevant research experience of good international reputation, including experience in national 
and international networks. 

• Experience in the successful acquisition and management of research and teaching projects. 
• Cooperation with national and international research institutions and with relevant partners from 

public services and the private sector. 
• Leadership and communication skills to run an internationally successful university research 

group. 
• Willingness to work at the science-society interface. 
• Willingness to participate in strategic projects and cooperation programmes of the university. 
• Participation in the self-governance and administration of the University of Natural Resources and 

Life Sciences, Vienna. 
 
For more information please contact the Head of Department Univ.-Prof. Dr. Christoph Winckler, 
telephone: +43 1 47654 93001, email: christoph.winckler@boku.ac.at. 
 
Please send your application by email to rektorat@boku.ac.at as well as one hard copy no later than 
30th September 2019 (date on postage stamp) to the Rectorate of the University of Natural 
Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna (BOKU), Gregor-Mendel-Strasse 33, 1180 Vienna, Austria. 
 
Please include the following documents with your application: 
• CV including details of professional, teaching and research activities (further information regarding 

the teaching portfolio is available (in German) at 
http://www.boku.ac.at/fileadmin/data/H05000/H17100/Qualifizierungsvereinbarung/Lehrportfolio_-
_Leitfaden_zur_Erstellung.pdf) 

• List of publications (referenced / not referenced), presentations and projects 
• Copies of 5 recent publications that you consider particularly important 
• Draft concept for research and teaching; presentation of planned research priorities  
• 1 page (A4) outline on why you are the best candidate for this position 
 
With your application, you agree to participate in an assessment by an external recruitment consultant 
and in a public hearing as part of the selection process. 
 
The University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna seeks to increase the number of 
female faculty members. Thus, qualified women are strongly encouraged to apply and they are given 
priority when qualifications are equal unless reasons specific to an individual male candidate tilt the 
balance in his favour. 
 
The employment contract is classified as group A1 of the collective agreement for university 
employees. Minimum gross yearly salary: € 71.822,80; the actual gross salary is subject to 
negotiation. 
 
More information on this position and about BOKU and this department can be found on the website: 
https://boku.ac.at/en/nas 
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