rethink

Farm Modernisation
and Rural Resilience

Rethinking the links

between farm modernization,
rural development and resilience
in a world of increasing demands
and finite resources.




RETHINK is a transdisciplinary research project supported by the
European Commission and funding bodies in 14 countries under
the umbrella of FP7 and the RURAGRI ERA-NET.

QU ©5TI0ONS How do market forces, societal demands and resource constraints interact to create op-
portunities and constraints for agriculture and rural areas across Europe? Where are the links between farm
modernization, rural development and resilience and how can we shape them positively? And, how can we
develop the relationships between rural areas and urban centres in ways that increase overall resilience?
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In addressing these questions the RETHINK project explores the meaning of agricultural modernization.
It does so at a time of potentially profound change - when the agricultural sector must finally respond to
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increasing resource scarcity and distributional demands, and when economies, production systems and
lifestyles must be transformed. RETHINK explores the connections between the development of agriculture
and the wider societal and policy goal of vibrant and prosperous rural areas, explicitly recognizing the com-
plexity of the challenges, the diversity in situations, and the multidimensionality of strategies for a more
balanced development.

Case studies he analyses to be carried out are based on a set of common research questions.
These have been used to select 14 major case studies, one in each participating country. The case studies

will improve our understanding of the many factors that contribute to rural prosperity and resilience.
Each case is an expression of an innovative development trajectory, highlighting potential synergies
between farm modernization and sustainable rural development.

A joint analytical framework will ensure the comparability of case study analyses and allow for
recommendations to be made at a European level.



Ana |y5|S The international comparative analysis builds on the national level analysis of the case studies and re-
lated workshops. The analysis will be structured around four themes, each of which will be led by two partners with a
solid track record for the theme:

1 Resilience: this analysis will draw on a socio-ecological perspective. Particular attention will be paid to the role of diversity in
farming systems, farming styles and land uses, adaptive capacity and the (co)production of ecosystem services. Lead: Gunilla
Almered Olsson (SWE) and Ika Darnhofer (AT).

2 Prosperity: here we will explore the shift from a focus on costs of production, productivity and cost-efficiency
(i.e. input-output relations) to effectiveness (i.e. the ability to meet a specific goal such as quality of life). The
potential contribution of integrating agriculture with other economic and non-economic functions will be
explored. Lead: Kees de Roest (IT) and Ignacio de los Rios (ES).

3 Governance: we will explore the shift in the role of the state from ,provider’ to ,enabler’ The role of
cooperative approaches and multi-actor networks will be examined. Particular attention will be paid
to ways to mobilize actors so that they are in a position to develop strategic agendas collaboratively.
Lead: Guido van Huylenbroeck (BE) and Marguerite Paus (CH).

4 Knowledge and learning: the role of human resources, social learning and of different knowledge
bases in the case studies will be explored. We will examine how knowledge is accessed and or genera-
ted. Particular attention will be paid to the role of learning and innovation networks which will contri-
bute to the operationalization of the new European Innovation Partnerships (EIP) policy at the European,
national and regional levels. Lead: Talis Tisenkopfs (LV) and Karlheinz Knickel (DE).

RETHINK combines an explorative perspective with an action-oriented policy and governance orientati-
on. Decision-makers from the public and private sectors will help shape its implementation. The compara-
tive analysis and synthesis will focus on issues that are highly relevant for decision-makers, including factors
that enable and encourage the creation of synergies, and the roles of agency and institutional structures.

RETHINK will be organized as an open research process that connects with and integrates other ongoing work. The
project will facilitate informed and productive interactions between industry, government, academic institutions, civil
society organizations and farmers. It provides a key and strategic opportunity for all actors involved in to contribute to
the existing discourse about the future of European agriculture.
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IfLS — Institute for Rural Development
Research at Johann Wolfgang Goethe
University, Frankfurt/Main, Germany

BOKU — University of Natural Resources
and Life Sciences, Institute of Agricultural
and Forestry Economics, Vienna, Austria

UGent —Ghent University, Department of
Agricultural Economics, Faculty of Bioscien-
ce Engineering, Ghent, Belgium

AGRIDEA — Swiss Association for the De-
velopment of Agriculture and Rural Areas,
Lausanne/Lindau, Switzerland

KU — Copenhagen University, Danish Centre
for Forest, Landscape and Planning, Copen-
hagen, Denmark

GESPLAN — Technical University of Madrid,
Technical College of Agriculture, Madrid,
Spain

INRA-SAD - Institut National de la Recher-
che Agronomique, Sciences pour |‘Action
et le Développement, Ecodéveloppement,
Avignon, France

TEAGASC — The Agriculture and Food
Development Authority, Johnstown Castle
Research Centre, Wexford, Ireland

ARAVA / SACOG - Central-and
Northern-Arava Research and Develop-
ment Sustainable Agriculture Consulting
Group, Tel Aviy, Israel

FSRC — Fondazione Studi e Ricerche CRPA,
Reggio Emilia, Italy

ASU — Aleksandras Stulginskis University,
Kaunas, Lithuania

BSC / LUA — Nodibinajums Baltic Studies
Centre and the Latvian University of Agri-
culture, Faculty of Economics, Riga, Latvia

GU — University of Gothenburg, Global
Sustainability Studies, School of Global
Studies, Gothenburg, Sweden

SDUZF / BATEM — Suleyman Demirel
University, Faculty of Agriculture, West
Mediterranean Agricultural Research
Centre, Turkey

Opportunities for creating an eco-eco-
nomy? Lessons learned from the Regio-
nal Action Scheme about the factors that
enable farm development to contribute
to this

What impact does a high share of orga-
nic farming have on resilience, adaptive
capacity and innovation networks?

Alternative financing mechanisms to
promote multifunctional agriculture and
increase the resilience of farming systems

Suburban food procurement systems in a
Swiss municipality

Developing landscape strategies: a
framework for place-based local develop-
ment strategies

Innovation and social learning in inten-
sive vegetable production in the Murcia
region

Trajectories of combined specialization
and diversification in fruit and vegetables
production in the south of France

Towards the sustainable intensification
of grass-based production: the role of in-
novation in the Agricultural Catchments
Programme (ACP)

Managing arid land for water-efficient,
high value, crop production: the central
role of knowledge systems

Extensive pig production systems: the
role of local breeds and innovation in
meeting urban demand for quality pork

Resilient farming systems and market
differentiation: challenges and opportuni-
ties in farmers’ markets

Development trajectories for small-scale
farming: valorization of local knowledge
and learning

The sustainability of developmental
trends in agricultural landscapes, asses-
sed through ecosystem services

The role of farmer organizations in
strengthening the resilience and competi-
tiveness of farming
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