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education  

Habilitation for sociology at Graz University (assessment: J. Habermas, A. Pelinka) (1985) 

Postgraduate social science degree at Institute for Advanced Studies, Vienna (1970-1972) 

Graduation in sociology, psychology and history of art (PhD, University of Vienna) (1971) 

 

employment  

2018 prof.em. and senior researcher in Social Ecology, University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences 
Vienna 

2014 cont. professor emerita, teacher and researcher at Social Ecology Institute, Vienna 

2003-14 full professor of Social Ecology at the Alpen Adria University  

1986 cont.  lecturer for sociology at Vienna University 

1986-03 assistant professor, founder and head of department of social ecology at the Institute for 
Interdisciplinary Studies of Austrian Universities (IFF);  

1985-86 research cooperation with F. Kreissler (Sorbonne) on unemployment and quality of life 
(comparison France - Austria) 

1982-84 Austrian delegate to and consultant of OECD Paris, program social indicators 

1971-82 assistant professor for sociology at the Institute for Advanced Studies, Vienna 

1967-71 research assistant at the Institute for Sociology, University of Vienna 

 

Awards  

2017 Prize of the Society of Industrial Ecology for outstanding contributions to the field 

2016  PROSE Award for co-editing the Encyclopedia for the Social and Behavioral Sciences 

2016 Austrian Ministry of Science Award for transdisciplinary sustainability research 

2015  Austrian State Award for Arts and Sciences, First Class 

2012  Honorary Citizen of the Municipality of Samothraki 

 

teaching positions 

 Lecturer for environmental sociology at Vienna University (1986 cont.) 

 Teaching in the Master Program on Social and Human Ecology, and the doctoral program in Social 
Ecology, Alpen-Adria University, Vienna (2004 cont.) 

 Visiting professor at the University Federal de Rio de Janeiro, Brasil (2003); visiting professor at the 
Faculty for Forestry and the Environment, Yale University, USA (2002); visiting professor at Roskilde 
University, Denmark (1997); visiting fellow at Griffith University, Australia (1996); guest lecturer at the 
Institute for Global Governance, London School of Economics (1992) 

 Lecturer in Environmental System Sciences at the University of Graz (199l-1999) 

 Organizer of university training for environmental counseling, in collaboration with the Institute of 
Applied Ecology, Vienna (1990-1996) 

 Lecturer for gender relations at the Universities of Klagenfurt, Vienna and Innsbruck (1987-1991) 

 Lecturer in postgraduate education at the Institute for Advanced Studies, Vienna (focus: educational 
sociology, social inequality, social change, social indicators) (1971-1982) 
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 Lecturer at the Academy of Social Work, Vienna, for sociology and social psychology, and project 
learning (1970-1978) 

 

leadership and management positions  

 President of the International Society for Ecological Economics (ISEE; 2013-2018)  

 Vice president of the European Society for Ecological Economics (ESEE; 2011-2013)  

 President of the International Society for Industrial Ecology (ISIE; 2007-2009) 

 Chair of scientific advisory board of the Potsdam Institute on Climate Impact Research (PIK; 2002-
2010) 

 Director of the Institute for Interdisciplinary Studies of Austrian Universities (IFF), Vienna node (2000-
2003) 

 Chair of the program committee for Social-ecological Research of the German Ministry of Science 
and Education (1999-2003) 

 Chair of Greenpeace Austria and member of Governing Board of Greenpeace International (1994-
2000) 

 Founder and director of the Institute of Social Ecology, Vienna (SEC; 1987-2011) 

 Vice director and director of the Institute for Interdisciplinary Studies of Austrian Universities (IFF; 
1987-1994) 

 Head of department of Sociology at the Institute for Advanced Studies (IHS; 1979-1982)  

 

membership in professional decision making bodies (selection) 

 Lead expert in the International Resource Panel (IRP) of the United Nations Environmental Program 
(UNEP; 2007 cont.) 

 Member of the Austrian National Committee of UNESCO’s Man and Biosphere Program (MAB) at the 
Austrian Academy of Sciences (since 2007) 

 Member of the Jury for the Annual Georgescu-Roegen Award (TERI, India, since 2011) 

 Member of Scientific Advisory Board of the ARTEC research center for sustainability, University of 
Bremen;   of the MSc Programme „Management of Protected Areas“ (AAU, Klagenfurt); of the World 
Resources Forum, Davos; of the Center for Environmental Systems Research (CESR) at Kassel 
University; of Internationales Institut für Nachhaltigkeitsanalysen und -strategien (IINAS)  

 Member of Jury for the ERC Starting Grant SH3, EU Brussels (2007-2012) 

 Member of the Senate of the Alpen-Adria University, Klagenfurt (2011-2013)  

 Member of the Scientific Advisory Board of the Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) 2010-2015);  

 Member of the Jury of Deutsche Bundesstiftung Umwelt (DBU), 2010-2012 

 Member of the committee for Austria’s state award for ecosystems science (2004-2007) 

 delegate for Klagenfurt University at the Austrian National Science Fund (FWF), 2009-2014 

 member of the evaluation committee of Chalmers University’s environmental initiative (2005) 

 member of scientific steering committee of the „International Human Dimensions Program - Industrial 
Transformation” (IHDP – IT), 1998-2006 

 

Organization of scientific conferences (selection) 

 Member of the Organizing Committee of the Eco-Balance Conference in Nagoya, Japan, Oct. 2016 

 Co-Organizer of the World Conference in Ecological Economics on “Welfare and Equity within 
Planetary Boundaries” in Reykjavik (Iceland), August 2014 

 Member of scientific committee for the 11th ISIE conference on Socio-economic Metabolism in 
Melbourne 2014  

 Member of the scientific committee of the Gordon Research Conference on Industrial Ecology in 
Lucca  2014 

 Member of Science Board of the Indian Ecological Economics Conference (2013) 

 Member of Science Board for the 8th International Conference on Eco-Balance, Tokyo 2008 and of 
the 12th Conference in Kyoto 2016 

 Co-Organizer of the International Conference “Ester Boserup – A centennial tribute. Long-term 
trajectories in population, gender relations, land-use and the environment” in Vienna, Nov. 2010 
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 President of the Gordon Research Conference on Industrial Ecology (2004); vice-president of the 
Gordon Research Conference on Industrial Ecology (2002) 

 Co-organization of annual conferences “ConAccount” with the Wuppertal Institute, the University of 
Leiden, and the Swedish Statistical Office, in Wuppertal, Stockholm, Leiden and Vienna (2003-2008) 

 Organizer of the International Conference on “Nature, Society and History. Long-term dynamics of 
social metabolism” in Vienna, 1999 

 

Editorial roles in Scientific Journals (selection) 

 Associate editor of The Anthropocene Review (SAGE; 2013 cont.) 

 Member of the editorial board of the Eco edition within Journal for the Critique of Science, 
Imagination, and New Anthropology (Univ. of Ljubliana, 2017 cont.) 

 Current Member of the editorial advisory board of the journals Natur und Kultur; International Journal 
of Industrial Ecology (JIE); Environmental Innovation and Societal Transitions; Conservation and 
Society; GAIA; BioPhysical Economics and Resource Quality (BERQ), Ecology, Economy and 
Society (INSEE Journal) 

 Co-Founder and long-time editor of the Österreichische Zeitschrift für Soziologie (1976-1986) 

 Co-Founder and co-editor of the journal Aufrisse (1969-1985) 

 

reviewing / referee functions (selection) 

 Agricultural Science Research Journal 

 Ambio - A Journal of the Human Environment 

 Anthropocene Review  

 Conservation and Society 

 DBU Preis der Deutschen Bundesstiftung Umwelt 

 Ecology and Society 

 Ecological Economics  

 Ecological Informatics 

 Ecological Modelling 

 Eco.mont- Journal on Protected Mountain Areas Research and Management 

 Energy Policy 

 Environmental Indicators 

 Environmental Innovation and Societal Transitions 

 Environmental Modelling & Software 

 Environmental Policy and Governance 

 Environmental Science & Technology 

 ERC – European Starting Grant 

 ERC – European Advanced Grant 

 European Report on Development 2011-2012 

 GAIA  

 Humboldt Stiftung 

 Journal for Global Environment Change  

 Journal of Agriculture and Biological Sciences  

 Journal of Cleaner Production  

 Journal of Environmental Management 

 Journal of Environmental Science and Technology  

 Journal of Industrial Ecology 

 Jubiläumsfonds der Österreichischen Nationalbank 

 McArthur Fellows Program 

 Nature + Culture 

 Nature Climate Change 
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 Nature Behaviour 

 Organization and Environment 

 Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS) 

 Regional Environmental Change 

 Schweizer Nationalfonds 

 Science 

 Theory, Culture & Society  

 UNEP, GEO5 
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supervison of dissertations 

 

ongoing dissertations 

Dominik Noll (Universität Klagenfurt / Soziale Ökologie) 

„The Livestock System in a sustainable socioecological metabolism. The case of Samothraki, 
Greece” 

Christelle Beyers (Stellenbosch University) 

 “A Material Flow Analysis of South Africa.” Supervision with Prof. Mark Swilling. 

2017 

Panagiotis Petridis (Universität Klagenfurt / Soziale Ökologie) 

"Sustainable Samothraki – A socio-ecological approach." 

2015 

Nicolas Lancesseur (Université Sorbonne 1, Économie)  

 „Macroeconomic scenarios for employment in the socio-ecological Transition“ 

Armin Dieter (Wirtschaftsuniversität Wien, Ecological Economics) 

 “A broader perspective on the European Raw Materials Initiative”. Supervision with Prof. Sigrid Stagl. 

Willi Haas (Universität Klagenfurt / Soziale Ökologie) 

 „Societies‘ systemic dynamics: While sustaining themselves from Nature they jeopardize it.“ 

Walter Reinhardt (Australian National University, Canberra / PhD Industrial Ecology) 

 „Knowing more, using less: The prospects for household-led change in energy and water systems.“ 
Supervision with Prof. Dr. Heinz Schandl  

Ulli Weisz (Universität Klagenfurt / Soziale Ökologie) 

„Das nachhaltige Krankenhaus – sozialökologisch und transdisziplinär erforscht“. Supervision with 
Assoz. Prof. Dr. Katharina Heimerl  

Anke Schaffartzik (Universität Klagenfurt / Soziale Ökologie) 

„Socio-metabolic trade patterns: An investigation of concepts and methods.“ 

2014 

Hailemariam Andarge Birke (Universität Klagenfurt / Soziale Ökologie) 

"Toward Sustainable Land Management in Highland Ethiopia: Analysis of Problems, Local 
Responses, Options for Intervention, and Sustainability - A Case Study of Bashkurit Watershed" 

Supervision with Willi Haas 

2011 

Arno Behrens (Universität Klagenfurt / Soziale Ökologie)  

"Restructuring the Socioeconomic Metabolism - A Policy Oriented Approach to Dematerialization and 
Decarbonisation". Co-Supervision with Univ.Prof. Dr. Sigrid Stagl 

Kalpana Devkota (Universität Klagenfurt / Human- und Sozialökologie) 

"Performance of Community Forestry Governance: Three Case Studies from Western Nepal" 

Co-Supervision with Ao. Univ.Prof. Dr. Stefan Vogel, Simron J.Singh, PhD 

2009 

Venkat Ramanujam Ramani (Universität Klagenfurt / Human- und Sozialökologie) 

"Institutional Analysis of the Sustainability of the Post-Tsunami Nicobar Islands" 

Co-Supervision with PhD. Simron Jit Singh 

2008 

Nina Eisenmenger (Universität Klagenfurt / Soziale Ökologie) 

"A biophysical reading of international trade" 

2007 

Lisa Ringhofer (Universität Wien / Soziologie) 

"The Tsimané in their Environment: A socio-ecological analysis of the environmental relations of an 
indigenous community in the Bolivian Amazon". Co-Supervision with Univ.-Ass. Dr. Heinz Schandl 

2005 

Michael Katzmayr (Universität Wien / Soziologie) 
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"Die Siedlungswasserwirtschaft unter Wettbewerbsdruck: Nachhaltigkeit, Demokratie und die 
Neuregulierung des Öffentlichen"  

2004 

Clemens Mayrhofer-Grünbühel (Universität Wien / Kultur- und Sozialanthropologie) 

"Resource Use Systems and Rural Smallholders. An Analysis of Two Lao Communities"  

Co-Supervision with Univ.-Prof. Dr. Andre Gingrich  

2003 

Simron Jit Singh (Lund University / Human Ecology) 

"Cultural, Material and Energetic Transitions in the Nicobar Islands: Empirical Research in Society –
Nature Interactions". Co-Supervision with Prof. Pernille Gooch 

Stefan Giljum (Universität Wien / Internationale Entwicklung) 

"Biophysical dimension of North-South trade: material flows and land use". Co-Supervision with 
Univ.Prof. Dr. Harald Wilfing 

Niels Schulz (Universität Wien / Humanökologie) 

"Die industrielle Transformation des gesellschaftlichen Stoffwechsels: Materialflüsse, Energieflüsse 
und Transport im Vereinigten Königreich von Großbritannien und Nordirland" 

Co-Supervision with Univ.-Prof. Dr. Harald Wilfing  

2001 

Helga Weisz (Humboldt Universität, Berlin / Kulturwissenschaft) 

"Gesellschaft-Natur Koevolution: Bedingungen der Möglichkeit nachhaltiger Entwicklung". Co-
Supervision with Univ.-Prof. Dr. Thomas Macho  

Lyla Roberta Rastl (Universität Wien / Sozialgeschichte) 

"Küche und Kochen. Zur geschlechtsspezifischen Aneignung eines Alltagsortes in Wien seit den 
1950er Jahren". Co-Supervision with Ao.Univ.-Prof. Dr. Reinhard Sieder  

Dieter Pesendorfer (Universität Salzburg / Politikwissenschaft) 

"Integrierte Stoff- und Ressourcenpolitik. Beitrag und Grenzen von Material Flow Analyses zu einem 
Imputorientierten Ansatz. Fallstudien aus Österreich und der Schweiz." Co-Supervision with Univ.-
Prof. Dr. Volkmar Lauber 

Fridolin Krausmann (Universität Wien / Ökologie) 

"Landnutzung, Energie und industrielle Modernisierung. Eine empirische Untersuchung der 
Entwicklung des gesellschaflichen Energiesystems im Zusammenhang mit Landnutzung und 
anthropogenen Eingriffen in den Energiefluss von Ökosystemen (NPP-Aneignung) in Österreich 1830 
- 1995". Co-Supervision with Univ.-Prof. Dr. Harald Wilfing. 

Juliana Lutz (Universität Wien / Soziologie) 

"Die Interaktion von Gesellschaft und Natur in Theorie und Diskurs der Sozialwissenschaften - 
Grundlagen des interdisziplinären Wissenschaftsfeldes Soziale Ökologie". Co-Supervision with Univ.-
Prof. Dr. Jürgen Pelikan 

Heinz Schandl (Universität Wien / Soziologie) 

"Zur politischen Ökonomie der industriellen Transformation. Arbeit, gesellschaftlicher Stoffwechsel 
und sozioökonomische Entwicklung". Co-Supervision with Univ.-Prof. Dr. Jürgen Pelikan 

1998 

Lyla Mehta (University of Sussex / Development Studies) 

"Context of Scarcity: The Political Ecology of Water in Kutch, India". Co-Supervision with Prof. 
Melissa Leach 

Irmgard Netzer (Universität Wien / Soziologie) 

"Die Beziehung adoleszenter Töchter zu ihren Müttern. Eine feministische Analyse interaktiver 
Prozesse im Kontext des Geschlechterverhältnisses."  
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