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Preliminaries
many students (∼700 in winter term, ∼250 in summer)

early in the curricula (1st, 2nd or 3rd semester)
depending on the studies

mostly Windows user

not familiar with ‘open source’ or ‘mirrors’
(even not familiar with as graduate students)

no further resources (time, staff, lecture rooms, etc.)
to give them an additional introduction to R
→֒ only provide them with a modified version of R

+ lecture notes
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Modifications
download & install R-2.8.1-win32.exe

Custom installation, only select
Main Files
Compiled HTML Help Files
Support Files for Package tcltk
Message Translation

install additional packages, e.g. foreign, xlsReadWrite

create directory ‘eigene R-Dateien’

create proper batch program to start R

create .First & save default workspace ‘.RData’

compress to archive ‘R-Ordner.zip’
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batch program & .First

batch program:

@echo off
echo Rgui wird gestartet ...
cd "eigene R-Dateien"
start ..\\bin\\Rgui.exe --sdi

R function .First:

.First <- function () {
library(xlsReadWrite)
[...]
cat(getwd(), "\n")
[...]
}

B. Spangl et al., Teaching Basic Statistics with R – p. 4/7



Screenshot
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Lecture Notes
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Conclusions
Benefit:

combination of modified R + lecture notes
works remarkable well
portable, simply copy it to an USB stick
form an educational point of view:
students question their results
(They had never done that when using SPSS!)

Drawback:
only apply recipes, but gain no real insight into R
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