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IN T R O D U C T I O N   T O   T H E   S I T E:  

In our project, we focus on the concept of commemorative walking, which will be 
experienced in three parts: JOURNEY, ARRIVAL and STAY. Besides that, we 
highlight the connection between the three commemorative sites Jungfernhof, 
Rubula and the Salaspils memorial. 

The commemorative walking trail starts at the Škirotava train station, from there 
it continues through the housing area, over the crossing of the road to Rumbula 
forest until Jungfernhof memorial site. From the commemorative site of 
Jungfernhof a path along the river will continue to Rumbula and Salaspils. 
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J O U R N E Y 

The visitors start the journey at the train station Škirotava, where we want to 
locate the information spot about the historical events of 1941: The Jewish 
deportation from European countries (INFO 1, see illustration). From this sign on 
a colored line on the ground will start and mark the journey of the Jewish people 
to the site of Jungfernhof. The line will show quotes retrieved from the survivors’ 
records. These texts give information about the journey the victims, their 
maltreatment and sorrows, and the conditions at Jungfernhof concentration 
camp.  

Nowadays the line runs through post-WW II housing estates and public facilities, 
such as a school. Our idea for this area is not just to share the history about NS 
violence with visitors from other countries, but also to get in touch with locals 
and raise awareness within the community. 

 

The area at the end of our JOURNEY is characterized by dense commercial 
construction and heavy traffic. The only sign showing the direction to 
Mazjumpravas muiža (Jungfernhof) is located in this section, but without 
mentioning the memorial site or giving any information about its history. We 
suggest changing and relocating the sign of the memorial site and further adding 
information about the place (INFO 2, see illustration). 
 

A R R I V A L 

The ARRIVAL starts after the junction and leads in direction to Jungfernhof. At 
present this part is characterized by a continuous wall and an unmaintained road. 
The colored line follows the wall and tells about the cold and disturbing emotions 
of the victims arriving at Jungfernhof.  

Commemoration Concept (Source: OpenStreetMap, Own work)  
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S T A Y 

The third part is the STAY at Jungfernhof, where the main commemorative focus 
lies. Today, this area is characterized by a very beautiful and calming scenery with 
the river in the background. Analyzing old maps and information, it is not clear 
where certain buildings on the camp were located. The ruins of the manor-house 
and the lazaret are still in place.  

During the STAY visitors get in touch with the history of the NS camp through 
voice installations. The texts from the survivors’ records are full of important 
testimonies about the crimes committed on Jewish people. Testimonies about 
the events in the specific area can be heard at six different spots: Arrival, barrack, 
lazarett, mass grave, manor-house and river. Our idea is to evoke emotions by 
contrasting the idyllic scenery with the horrifying stories of the victims. 

ST A Y is designed with sensitivity. It doesn´t force commemoration. Visitors are 
encouraged to interact with the installations. The voice installations have no 
order, so visitors are free to walk around and listen. We propose to use recordings 
of camp survivors or record the texts with descendants. We also consider the fact 
that nowadays the site of the former NS camp serves as recreational area and 
want to link two aspects: “Commemorate while walking through a recreational 
area”. 

In future, a new path along the will connect Jungfernhof with the two other 
memorial sites nearby: Rumbula and Salaspils.  

The mass will be outlined by stones from the river and wild meadow vegetation. 
National wildflowers from Austria, Latvia, Germany, and Czech Republic 
symbolize the intercultural reappraisal. 

 Third Part the Stay Concept (Source: Own work) 
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MA T E R I A L S   A N D   I N T E R V E N T I O N S 

 

The S T A Y is guided by paths out of steppingstones from the river. In between 
the pathway we introduce higher grass vegetation which will accompany the 
visitors and mark the difference of the surrounding area. 

Another key element are the voice installations. The testimonies the visitors will 
be listening to will be carefully selected with historians.  For the specific design of 
the speakers we are collaborating with artists to raise awareness for the project.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vegetation and material examples 
 (source: gillesclement.com, gardeninglovers.tumblr.com/) 


