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Primary Wood Conversion Processes

Tree Quality leads to processing trees using saw milling for timber, chipping into particles and peeling or slicing
trees into veneer. Decision on selecting one of these options in respect of further processing is both related to the
forest resource itself and the end products envisaged. Quality of raw materials is defining the possibilities and
profitability for further processing.

Integrated Processing of Forest Products

Integrated processing of forest products can use different strategies to combine primary wood conversion
processing. These combinations are based on sorting and grading of logs and sawn timber but also as innovative
options for secondary processing of a primary processing product.

Mixed Stand and Mixed Species Processing
New forest strategy approaches will lead to more mixed stands in the future. New options for the utilisation of
mixed stand and even mixed species processing will become essential.

Processing in Relation to Tree Dimensions and Partitioning of Trees

Processing of small diameter logs into sawn timber components is an important topic for future economics of
whole stem processing. This will also have to deal with problems induced by the presence of juvenile wood, spiral
grain, reaction wood, ... Large dimension trees will deed new options for processing or as part of it and even the
total tree use strategic factors in the broad spectrum utilisation of wood.

COST-aided

COST is an intergovernmental European framework for international co-operation between nationally funded
research activities. COST creates scientific networks and enables scientists to collaborate in a wide spectrum of
activities in research and technology. COST activities are administered by the COST Office.
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COST- the acronym for European COoperation in the field of Scientific and Technical Research- is the oldest and
widest European intergovernmental network for cooperation in research. Established by the Ministerial
Conference in November 1971, COST is presently used by the scientific communities of 35 European countries to
cooperate in common research projects supported by national funds. The funds provided by COST - less than
1% of the total value of the projects - support the COST cooperation networks (COST Actions) through which,
with only around €20 million per year, more than 30.000 European scientists are involved in research having a
total value which exceeds €2 billion per year. This is the financial worth of the European added value which COST
achieves. A “bottom up approach” (the initiative of launching a COST Action comes from the European scientists
themselves), “a la carte participation” (only countries interested in the Action participate), “equality of access”
(participation is open also to the scientific communities of countries not belonging to the European Union) and
“flexible structure” (easy implementation and light management of the research initiatives ) are the main
characteristics of COST.

As precursor of advanced multidisciplinary research COST has a very important role for the realisation of the
European Research Area (ERA) anticipating and complementing the activities of the Framework Programmes,
constituting a “bridge” towards the scientific communities of emerging countries, increasing the mobility of
researchers across Europe and fostering the establishment of “Networks of Excellence” in many key scientific
domains such as: Physics, Chemistry, Telecommunications and Information Science, Nanotechnologies,
Meteorology, Environment, Medicine and Health, Forests, Agriculture and Social Sciences. It covers basic and
more applied research and also addresses issues of pre-normative nature or of societal importance.

Bl COST member states

|:| States with participating
institutions

35 countries participate in COST

COST Office

149, Avenue Louise - P.O. BOX 12
1050 Brussels, Belgium

Tel.: +32-2-5333800

Fax: +32 -2 -533 3890

e-mail: office@cost.esf.org
http://cost.cordis.lu
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