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The ecological crisis we are currently experiencing calls upon us to re-think the quality of our
relationship with one another and our nature. Therefore to be human can be thought of as
an adventure of relationship. The indigenous communities and their beliefs can be of great
value to our modern society. One particular kind of relationship between human and nature
is Totemism.
Totemism is the belief that a group of blood relatives have special relationship with particular
animals, plants and natural phenomenons. Nature is given a sacred meaning. This sacredness
of nature forms the basic world view of indigenous people and that belief reveals the
complex system of connections between human beings and nature.
If someone would like to become a development partner of indigenous communities, it will
be necessary to understand the basic world view of these people. Only with that knowledge
development seems really sustainable. The presentation revisits the topic of Totemism for an
ecologically Sustainable Development.
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