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STUDENT SURVEY
Please send this survey to Selis Schmidt at the Zentrum für Internationale Beziehungen (e-mail: selis.schmidt@boku.ac.at) within two months of the end of the study abroad period. The letter of acknowledgement from the host institution should also be turned in to ZIB (Peter Jordan Straße 82A, 1190 Wien). If all forms are not handed in (including this one), it is possible that the entire sum of the scholarship must be re-paid by the recipient to KUWI (see the agreement).
BASIC INFORMATION
1. Name of student:



anonym
Sex:








 FORMCHECKBOX 
female

 FORMCHECKBOX 

male
Code of study:




 
FW
Student ID number



     
Host Institution:



Ben Gurion University of the Negev 
Host country/city:



Israel
Study Abroad Period:
from 03.07.2018 until 17.07.2018
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE STUDENTS
2. Information about the research offerings at the host institution:
How helpful were the following informational resources?

(1 = not helpful to 5 = very helpful)
1

Center for International Relations
5

Lecturers at BOKU

1

Degree course schemes
1

Students / friends
5

Host institution

4

Host institution’s web homepages
Other:      
3. How would you rank your knowledge of the language spoken at your host institution?
(1 = little to 5 = excellent)

	
	Vor dem Aufenthalt im Ausland
	
	Nach dem Aufenthalt im Ausland

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Reading comprehension 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Listening comprehension 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Speaking ability 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Writing Ability 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



4. Languages most often used at the host institution, in percent:

	1.English
	98%
	2.Hebrew
	2%

	3.     
	   
	4.     
	   


Used language German: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Ja

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Nein

Which recommendations/tips would you give to future students about the host country and host institution?
(Please give any recommendations, information resources, contacts and links)
5. Host country
	Israel is a small country and most journeys are less than 2 hours. People speak Hebrew but most people have very good English.  


6. Host institution
	Ben Gurion University of the Negev is a desert university, so don't underestimate the amount of water you will need. I found the food in the canteen very good, but not everyone did, however there are good facilities in the village centre. Wifi can be difficult to get so think about getting an Israeli sim card if possible. Academically, there are interesting experiments going on.   


7. To which degree did you feel socially integrated??
(1 = not at all to 5 = very good)
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Local culture/ society overall
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	With students from the host institution
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	With other foreign students at the host institution
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



8. With help from which contact person (at BOKU/ at the host institution) did you organize your stay? 

	Boris Rewald


9. To which degree would you rate the support you were thereby given (before and after your stay)?
(1 = low to 5 = high)
	4
	Center for International Relations

	5
	Lecturers at BOKU

	4
	Host institution

	3
	Students from the host institution

	  
	Other:      


10. Application forms, financial support, other needs
	 KUWI


11. Please give tips and helpful suggestions in reference to your host country/ host institution regarding society (cultural differences, importance of command of language, etc.): 

	Israel and the Palestinian territories are a lot more peaceful than a lot of people believe. However it is still important to be tactful and understanding when approaching the subject of the conflict there. Cultural sensitivity is important in any international journey, but especially in the middle east. 


12. During your stay abroad, were special events organized specifically for exchange students?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
No
If yes, please include descriptions:     
ACCOMODATION, SERVICES AND EXPENCES
13. Where did you actually live during your stay abroad?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Student dormitory

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Hotel / boarding house / guest house

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Room in a private apartment
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Private apartment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Shared apartment with other students
14. Who helped you find living accommodation?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Host institution


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Friends/family
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Broker





 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other:      
15. What quality of support did the host institution give in the search for accommodation?
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

16. How would you rank the accommodation?
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

17. To which extent were student resources available to you? (libraries, computer labs, laboratories, facilities, etc.)?
(1 = not at all bis 5 = very good)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

18. How was the computer and internet access?
(1 = bad bis 5 = very good)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

19. Monthly expenditure during the course of the stay abroad ( in Euros):


Travel expenses (for one way there and back):215,00 €

Monthly expenditure (incl. accommodation):
600,00 €
,spent on:

	    
	Accommodation
	

	400,00 €
	Maintenance
	

	    
	Commuting expenses
	

	    
	Costs of books, copy, etc.
	

	    
	Tuition
	

	200,00 €
	Other
	


OVERALL ASSESSMENT
20. Evaluate your stay in an academic sense:
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

21. Evaluate your stay in a personal sense:
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

22. Which aspects of your study abroad stay did you most enjoy?

In an academic sense:

	Coming into contact with scientific methods and experiments that I had not experienced before, such as agroforestry experiments in the desert


In a socio-cultural sense:

	Learning about the different peoples in the desert such as the Beduoin, and learning about their culture 


23. Did you have any problems during this study abroad stay?

	No


24. Did the fact that you studied abroad cause you to have to study at BOKU longer?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
I don’t no
If so, why?
     
25. In your opinion, how can the KUWI scholarship program improve upon itself? 

	It was very straight forward. The only hiccup was on the english language website for KUWI where the opening times for Ms. Schmidt's office are not included.  


I hereby give permission for KUWI to show my completed study abroad survey to other students who are thinking about going on a study abroad trip:
Yes FORMCHECKBOX 


No FORMCHECKBOX 

Research Report
(Brief report of stay abroad from scientific point of view, ca. 1 page)
	Israel has a lot of experience with agriculture in conditions of high salinity. Ben Gurion University of the Negev in particular does a lot of work in regard to rhiozosphere conditions and the effects of salt stress on the root system. Most experiments are done with tomato plants, as tomatoes are a major agricultural crop in Israel. 

As the principal hypothesis of my master thesis is that salt stress from de-icing salts has a detrimental effect on Vienna's street trees, it was important to receive training on a number of methods regarding salinity and root conditions from the experts in the university. The Student Ambassadors Programme of the International Symposium on Root Research provided this training.

In the course of the training we learned how the root systems of plants differed under various salinity levels, and could measure this using minirhizotron to scan the roots. Alternatively roots could be exposed using air or water, collected, and later scanned using WinRhizo software. 
Hydraulic conductivity of roots - the ability to transport water - can be compromised by high salinity levels, as well as by drought conditions which cause embolism - the blocking of xylem with air bubbles. Hydraulic conductivity can be measured with Xyl'em or Sperry apparatus. Air is removed from the roots by holding them under water. The root is attached to the apparatus in such a way that the flow direction is maintained. The water flows via a pressure gradient (gravitational pressure - 1m = 0.001 MPa) through the root (length known) for a set amount of time (10 minutes), and the collected water is measured. 

Over the course of the programme, we also received lectures from experts on topics such as the effect of salinity on plant metabolites, the modelling of the root zone, root parasitic plants, water absorption,  reactive oxygen species, and root respiration. We walso undertook excursions to desert experimentation sites. Projects we saw included wine cultivation in salinic soil, agroforestry and irrigation using stormwater runoff. 
 



Thank you for your help![image: image1.png]
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1

