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STUDENT SURVEY
Please send this survey to Selis Schmidt at the Zentrum für Internationale Beziehungen (e-mail: selis.schmidt@boku.ac.at) within two months of the end of the study abroad period. The letter of acknowledgement from the host institution should also be turned in to ZIB (Peter Jordan Straße 82A, 1190 Wien). If all forms are not handed in (including this one), it is possible that the entire sum of the scholarship must be re-paid by the recipient to KUWI (see the agreement).
BASIC INFORMATION
1. Name of student:



Hanna Schilcher
Sex:








 FORMCHECKBOX 
female

 FORMCHECKBOX 

male
Code of study:




H
447
Student ID number



0840822
Host Institution:



Canterbury University
Host country/city:



New Zealand/ Christchurch
Study Abroad Period:
from 01.06.2013 until 30.09.2013
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE STUDENTS
2. Information about the research offerings at the host institution:
How helpful were the following informational resources?

(1 = not helpful to 5 = very helpful)
3

Center for International Relations
3

Lecturers at BOKU

3

Degree course schemes
3

Students / friends
2

Host institution

3

Host institution’s web homepages
Other:      
3. How would you rank your knowledge of the language spoken at your host institution?
(1 = little to 5 = excellent)

	
	Vor dem Aufenthalt im Ausland
	
	Nach dem Aufenthalt im Ausland

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Reading comprehension 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Listening comprehension 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Speaking ability 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Writing Ability 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



4. Languages most often used at the host institution, in percent:

	1.English
	100
	2.     
	   

	3.     
	   
	4.     
	   


Used language German: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Ja

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Nein

Which recommendations/tips would you give to future students about the host country and host institution?
(Please give any recommendations, information resources, contacts and links)
5. Host country
	Great and friendly people. Not so stressed and under time pressure. Although the weatherforecast is really poor so many things are depending on the weather. Lots of different sports can be done, either private or in clubs.


6. Host institution
	They take healthy and safty instruction very seriously but they are also very anxious and help you a lot. The university itself is perfectly equipped and has great fascilities.


7. To which degree did you feel socially integrated??
(1 = not at all to 5 = very good)
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Local culture/ society overall
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	With students from the host institution
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	With other foreign students at the host institution
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



8. With help from which contact person (at BOKU/ at the host institution) did you organize your stay? 

	Andreas Klik and Thomas Cochrane


9. To which degree would you rate the support you were thereby given (before and after your stay)?
(1 = low to 5 = high)
	2
	Center for International Relations

	2
	Lecturers at BOKU

	3
	Host institution

	2
	Students from the host institution

	  
	Other:      


10. Application forms, financial support, other needs
	It was a bit difficult to get the appropriate VISA as there is no New Zealand embassy in Austria dealing with those. I finally got a working visa. I added in the application an invitation letter from the University of Canterbury and an approvment of cost coverage from BOKU.


11. Please give tips and helpful suggestions in reference to your host country/ host institution regarding society (cultural differences, importance of command of language, etc.): 

	It was very easy to make social contacts with foreign students, but to sociate with New Zealand students was quite difficult. 


12. During your stay abroad, were special events organized specifically for exchange students?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
No
If yes, please include descriptions:Maybe there were, but i haven't heard of any.
ACCOMODATION, SERVICES AND EXPENCES
13. Where did you actually live during your stay abroad?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Student dormitory

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Hotel / boarding house / guest house

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Room in a private apartment
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Private apartment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Shared apartment with other students
14. Who helped you find living accommodation?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Host institution


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Friends/family
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Broker





 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other: nobody
15. What quality of support did the host institution give in the search for accommodation?
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

16. How would you rank the accommodation?
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

17. To which extent were student resources available to you? (libraries, computer labs, laboratories, facilities, etc.)?
(1 = not at all bis 5 = very good)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

18. How was the computer and internet access?
(1 = bad bis 5 = very good)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

19. Monthly expenditure during the course of the stay abroad ( in Euros):


Travel expenses (for one way there and back):1.315,00 €

Monthly expenditure (incl. accommodation):
690,00 €
,spent on:

	400,00 €
	Accommodation
	

	250,00 €
	Maintenance
	

	40,00 €
	Commuting expenses
	

	0,00 €
	Costs of books, copy, etc.
	

	0,00 €
	Tuition
	

	0,00 €
	Other
	


OVERALL ASSESSMENT
20. Evaluate your stay in an academic sense:
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

21. Evaluate your stay in a personal sense:
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

22. Which aspects of your study abroad stay did you most enjoy?

In an academic sense:

	I enjoyed the independend working. As i didn't attend any courses i could fully focus and concentrate on my thesis. My host professor was away for one month and i didn't really have anyone to ask for help at that time. Although it was quite challening i really learned a lot!


In a socio-cultural sense:

	It was amazing how i got integrated in the social network of the Phd students at the engineering institut. I loved the skiing trips at the weekends.


23. Did you have any problems during this study abroad stay?

	No.


24. Did the fact that you studied abroad cause you to have to study at BOKU longer?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
I don’t no
If so, why?
     
25. In your opinion, how can the KUWI scholarship program improve upon itself? 

	No recommendations. Everything worked out really well.


I hereby give permission for KUWI to show my completed study abroad survey to other students who are thinking about going on a study abroad trip:
Yes FORMCHECKBOX 


No FORMCHECKBOX 

Research Report
(Brief report of stay abroad from scientific point of view, ca. 1 page)
	I was a research assistant at the Civil Engineering and Natural Resources department of the University of Canterbury. After all the organisational matters were arranged, I could already start focusing on my thesis in the second week.

With my master thesis I am trying to obtain erosion specific soil parameters for a erosion model which is called Water Erosion Prediction Project (WEPP). The aim is to adapt those parameters for New Zealand’s conditions. It included field sampling to collect the soil samples, a lot of laboratory work for the simulations and determination of soil characteristic parameters and finally some modeling and analysis.

Several existing erosion model programs offer different methods for erosion modeling. Erosion strongly depends on soil material, climate, slope and land management and use. The WEPP (Water Erosion Prediction Project) models soil erosion as a process of interrill and rill detachment and transport. For that assumption a rill and interrill erodibility parameter need to be defined for the observed area. These parameters can be described as soil properties in terms of resistance against soil erosion, but they are not readily definable for each soil texture. A lot of values are derived from the experiments carried out in the United States to develop the WEPP model. (Laflen et al. 1991) (Elliot et al. 1989) With those experiments it was possible to describe the rill and interrill erodibility of a broad range of different soils. These experiments were also used to suggested equations which calculate the rill and interrill erodibility. They are based on other soil properties such as soil texture, organic matter content and bulk density. The WEPP model uses those equations if the input data are not available (Flanagan and Livingston 1995).

In my master thesis I explain methods how to obtain the interrill and rill erodibility with laboratory experiments. Two separate attempts were executed to define the interril and rill erodibility of two soil samples. These soil samples originate from the Loess depositions of the Banks Peninsula. The different particle size analyses, one derived from a Hydrometer method and the other one with a Laser Light Scattering machine, lead to three different grain size distributions for the two soils. 

With the experimental results and the grain size distributions, the applicability of the WEPP model is tested. It is focused on the comparison of the experimental results and the result of the equations which WEPP provides for interrill and rill erodibility and the critical shear stress. The correlation for the interrill erodibility values shows an increasing divergence with steeper slopes. The difference resulting from the experimental and modeled rill erodibility, yield to a new empirical equation which is valid for a defined range of soil textures.



Thank you for your help![image: image1.png]
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1

