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STUDENT SURVEY
Please send this survey to Selis Schmidt at the Zentrum für Internationale Beziehungen (e-mail: selis.schmidt@boku.ac.at) within two months of the end of the study abroad period. The letter of acknowledgement from the host institution should also be turned in to ZIB (Peter Jordan Straße 82A, 1190 Wien). If all forms are not handed in (including this one), it is possible that the entire sum of the scholarship must be re-paid by the recipient to KUWI (see the agreement).
BASIC INFORMATION
1. Name of student:



Tz-Ching Yeh
Sex:








 FORMCHECKBOX 
female

 FORMCHECKBOX 

male
Code of study:




H
788 910
Student ID number



1277228
Host Institution:



University Centre in Svalbard (UNIS)     
Host country/city:



Norway
Study Abroad Period:
from 22.06.2016 until 22.07.2016
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE STUDENTS
2. Information about the research offerings at the host institution:
How helpful were the following informational resources?

(1 = not helpful to 5 = very helpful)
4

Center for International Relations
3

Lecturers at BOKU

3

Degree course schemes
4

Students / friends
5

Host institution

5

Host institution’s web homepages
Other:      
3. How would you rank your knowledge of the language spoken at your host institution?
(1 = little to 5 = excellent)

	
	Vor dem Aufenthalt im Ausland
	
	Nach dem Aufenthalt im Ausland

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Reading comprehension 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Listening comprehension 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Speaking ability 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Writing Ability 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



4. Languages most often used at the host institution, in percent:

	1.English
	100
	2.     
	   

	3.     
	   
	4.     
	   


Used language German: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Ja

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Nein

Which recommendations/tips would you give to future students about the host country and host institution?
(Please give any recommendations, information resources, contacts and links)
5. Host country
	Cost of living in Norway is higher than in Austria, especially on Svalbard which is a remote island. Make sure to prepare enough of money just on the safe side.


6. Host institution
	UNIS is a well-equipped and international research facility, all the information is provided in English. The norweigian student association is very helpful, they can help with almost any question a foreign student might have. Recently UNIS use facebook group to improve internal communication, which is extremely helpful for a timely communication in a small town.


7. To which degree did you feel socially integrated??
(1 = not at all to 5 = very good)
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Local culture/ society overall
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	With students from the host institution
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	With other foreign students at the host institution
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



8. With help from which contact person (at BOKU/ at the host institution) did you organize your stay? 

	Dr. Thomas Hein from BOKU/ Dr. Lise Øvreås from UNIS


9. To which degree would you rate the support you were thereby given (before and after your stay)?
(1 = low to 5 = high)
	5
	Center for International Relations

	5
	Lecturers at BOKU

	5
	Host institution

	5
	Students from the host institution

	  
	Other:      


10. Application forms, financial support, other needs
	Application: Summer school of various disciplines can be easily applied on the UNIS website (http://www.unis.no/) 
Financial support: students are also possible to get a small job during their stay, e.g.,  



11. Please give tips and helpful suggestions in reference to your host country/ host institution regarding society (cultural differences, importance of command of language, etc.): 

	Every student/researcher on Salbard is expected to respect the wildlife and to receive certain survival training including self defence from polar bears and related ecological knowledge. It is not wise and at one's own risk to travel far from human settlements without flare guns and riffle. 


12. During your stay abroad, were special events organized specifically for exchange students?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
No
If yes, please include descriptions:UNIS held "Friday gatherings" every week, providing new and old students chances to get to know each others. 
ACCOMODATION, SERVICES AND EXPENCES
13. Where did you actually live during your stay abroad?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Student dormitory

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Hotel / boarding house / guest house

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Room in a private apartment
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Private apartment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Shared apartment with other students
14. Who helped you find living accommodation?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Host institution


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Friends/family
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Broker





 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other:      
15. What quality of support did the host institution give in the search for accommodation?
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

16. How would you rank the accommodation?
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

17. To which extent were student resources available to you? (libraries, computer labs, laboratories, facilities, etc.)?
(1 = not at all bis 5 = very good)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

18. How was the computer and internet access?
(1 = bad bis 5 = very good)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

19. Monthly expenditure during the course of the stay abroad ( in Euros):


Travel expenses (for one way there and back):530,00 €

Monthly expenditure (incl. accommodation):
806
,spent on:

	506,00 €
	Accommodation
	

	0,00 €
	Maintenance
	

	0,00 €
	Commuting expenses
	

	0,00 €
	Costs of books, copy, etc.
	

	0,00 €
	Tuition
	

	300,00 €
	Other
	


OVERALL ASSESSMENT
20. Evaluate your stay in an academic sense:
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

21. Evaluate your stay in a personal sense:
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

22. Which aspects of your study abroad stay did you most enjoy?

In an academic sense:

	The well-structured course, proving us with insightful knowledge of almost every ecosystem types in the Arctic region


In a socio-cultural sense:

	The norweigian Arctic living style was truly amazing. They have a long history of using dog sleighing and conduct seal hunting. Some travel agencies provide trips, offering a rare experience to see the islands' amazing landscape and wildlife (most of the trips offer student discount).


23. Did you have any problems during this study abroad stay?

	The month I was staying was the summer in the Arctic, which means we had midnight sun every day. The bedroom was equipped with decent blind on the window. But still all students had to go through an adaption period for our circadian rhythm.  


24. Did the fact that you studied abroad cause you to have to study at BOKU longer?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
I don’t no
If so, why?
     
25. In your opinion, how can the KUWI scholarship program improve upon itself? 

	I really appreciated the fact that BOKU took so good care of its students, and provides us a lot of opportunities to study in other institutions abroad.


I hereby give permission for KUWI to show my completed study abroad survey to other students who are thinking about going on a study abroad trip:
Yes FORMCHECKBOX 


No FORMCHECKBOX 

Research Report
(Brief report of stay abroad from scientific point of view, ca. 1 page)
	The course I took was Arctic Microbiology, organized by Dr. Lise Øvreås (UNIS and University of Bergen). The 4-week summer school was very intensive, well-organized and structured. Within these four weeks, we had theoretical lectures on each ecosystem types in the Arctic by experts of the related field of research accordingly.
The first week was a general introduction on Arctic environmental microbiology and Arctic soil science. We investigate the microbial community structure of some representative Arctic terrestrial systems or geographical features, such as tundra (fertilized by dog feces), permafrost, frost boils, wetland, streams site, etc. By means of metagenomics, we constructed the microbial community on site by the functional genes we could found. To be exact, we extracted DNA from soil samples and use specific primers to magnify the DNA sequence by PCR. Other enviromental parameters such as pH, conductivity, water content, total organic carbon %, etc., were also investigated and compare with the DNA concentration extracted, protein content, and functioanl genes present.

The topic of second week is on glaciology. We visited a pro-glacial lake and a glacier which situated not so far away from Longyearbyen, the biggest human settlement on the island. We searched for life forms on the glacial system on the surface and in cryoconite holes (e.g., algae and bacteria) and learn about the structure and movement of a glacier on site. Snow pits were dug to perform studies on climatology and diagnose of possible avalanche for the future. 
The third week was marine microbiology. We took samples from surface (15m) and deep water (ca .200m) with niskin bottles on research vessels. Samples were filtered and DNA was extracted. The same concept as soil scicence study was used; specific primers for functional genes were used in PCR. The CTD collected environmental parameters such as water temperature, pH, conductivity, chlrophyll concentration, the results were correlated to molecular biology data as well.

The last week was about ecosystem processing, we looked at the processes which one of the most versitile microbes, cyanobacteria, can do. We investigated the C and N recycling done by cyanobacteria with a gas-phase incubation, and measured on a GC.
Overall, this is a very thoughtful, constructed course. I definitely recommend BOKU students to take and to continue the connection with UNIS. The part that I like the most is the course structured in a balanced way that we had lectures and field trips alternating. We had 6 guest lecturers coming from different research institutes world-wide, this added extra momentum and energy to the course. The guest lecturers who Lise invited were all young and enthusiatic (mostly are experienced post-docs), as a PhD student like me, it was good to learn about their career development and set up connections with them as well. Considering how unique and remote the Arctic is, it was great have insight of every ecosystem in the Arctic region. And that is also how the course was structured.

However, the only improvement of this course probably is the lab organisation. Probably due to the fact that our guest lecturers were not so experienced in coordinate lab work, a lot of time the students were left to set priorities and take initiative on their own. It was difficult for students to work almost blindly without concrete structured work flow, especially considering the students were in a foreign lab.But if this point could be improved, it would be a really perfect course for the summer term. 



Thank you for your help![image: image1.png]
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2

