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STUDENT SURVEY
Please send this survey to Selis Schmidt at the Zentrum für Internationale Beziehungen (e-mail: selis.schmidt@boku.ac.at) within two months of the end of the study abroad period. The letter of acknowledgement from the host institution should also be turned in to ZIB (Peter Jordan Straße 82A, 1190 Wien). If all forms are not handed in (including this one), it is possible that the entire sum of the scholarship must be re-paid by the recipient to KUWI (see the agreement).
BASIC INFORMATION
1. Name of student:



Bradley Matthews
Sex:









malefemale


Code of study:




H
429
Student ID number



0741370
Host Institution:



Department of Land and Water Resources, KTH
Host country/city:



Sweden, Stockholm
Study Abroad Period:
from 05.01.2012 until 29.02.2012
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE STUDENTS
2. Information about the research offerings at the host institution:
How helpful were the following informational resources?

(1 = not helpful to 5 = very helpful)
  

Center for International Relations
  

Lecturers at BOKU

  

Degree course schemes
  

Students / friends
  

Host institution

  

Host institution’s web homepages
Other: I contacted my supervisor Prof Jansson directly
3. How would you rank your knowledge of the language spoken at your host institution?
(1 = little to 5 = excellent)

	
	Vor dem Aufenthalt im Ausland
	
	Nach dem Aufenthalt im Ausland

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Reading comprehension 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Listening comprehension 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Speaking ability 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Writing Ability 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


4. Languages most often used at the host institution, in percent:

	1.English
	100
	2.     
	   

	3.     
	   
	4.     
	   


Used language German: 
Ja

Nein

Which recommendations/tips would you give to future students about the host country and host institution?
(Please give any recommendations, information resources, contacts and links)
5. Host country
	As long as you can speak English you will have absolutely no problem. 


6. Host institution
	Although i was lucky enough to meet friends at my department, i could imagine that doing such an internship instead of a classic exchange semester can make it difficult to meet people. However, the is a students Union on the campus, and when i went to see them they had no hesitation in letting me know about organised events for exchange students e.g. nights out, ice skating, sauna etc


7. To which degree did you feel socially integrated??
(1 = not at all to 5 = very good)
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Local culture/ society overall
	
	
	
	
	

	With students from the host institution
	
	
	
	
	

	With other foreign students at the host institution
	
	
	
	
	


8. With help from which contact person (at BOKU/ at the host institution) did you organize your stay? 

	My supervisor at KTH Prof Per-Erik Jansson


9. To which degree would you rate the support you were thereby given (before and after your stay)?
(1 = low to 5 = high)
	5
	Center for International Relations

	  
	Lecturers at BOKU

	5
	Host institution

	5
	Students from the host institution

	5
	Other: My supervisors at WÖK, BOKU


10. Application forms, financial support, other needs
	     


11. Please give tips and helpful suggestions in reference to your host country/ host institution regarding society (cultural differences, importance of command of language, etc.): 

	To make the most of your stay in terms of meeting people, go to the students union immediately and just explain that you have arrived as an guest researcher and you would like to also be involved in some of the events organised for the exchange students. Also go straight away to the info centre on campus to try to arrange a student card or a confirmation so you get transport discounts


12. During your stay abroad, were special events organized specifically for exchange students?
Yes

No
If yes, please include descriptions:see section 6
ACCOMODATION, SERVICES AND EXPENCES
13. Where did you actually live during your stay abroad?
Student dormitory

Hotel / boarding house / guest house

Room in a private apartment
Private apartment

Shared apartment with other students
14. Who helped you find living accommodation?
Host institution


Friends/family
Broker





Other: myself, website akademiskkvart.se
15. What quality of support did the host institution give in the search for accommodation?
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

1

2

3

4

5

16. How would you rank the accommodation?
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)
1

2

3

4

5

17. To which extent were student resources available to you? (libraries, computer labs, laboratories, facilities, etc.)?
(1 = not at all bis 5 = very good)

1

2

3

4

5

18. How was the computer and internet access?
(1 = bad bis 5 = very good)
1

2

3

4

5

19. Monthly expenditure during the course of the stay abroad ( in Euros):


Travel expenses (for one way there and back):300,00 €

Monthly expenditure (incl. accommodation):
700,00 €
,spent on:

	400,00 €
	Accommodation
	

	300,00 €
	Maintenance
	

	    
	Commuting expenses
	

	    
	Costs of books, copy, etc.
	

	    
	Tuition
	

	    
	Other
	


OVERALL ASSESSMENT
20. Evaluate your stay in an academic sense:
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

1

2

3

4

5

21. Evaluate your stay in a personal sense:
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

1

2

3

4

5

22. Which aspects of your study abroad stay did you most enjoy?

In an academic sense:

	My supervisor was extremely helpful. We would meet at least once a week for an in depth talk about my progress with the Model. we would also talk regularly during coffee breaks/lunch. I enjoyed that while he gave invaluable advice, he was also keen to know about my ideas on how we could approach certain challenges regarding how we could represent our sit ewithin the model.


In a socio-cultural sense:

	As always, the chance to experience living in a different country and city is something really great. My only regret is perhaps that i didn't come during the summer. However, even at winter stockholm and sweden has a lot to offer, from museums to cross country skiing, the chance to expirence a boreal winter further north etc.


23. Did you have any problems during this study abroad stay?

	No


24. Did the fact that you studied abroad cause you to have to study at BOKU longer?
Yes

No

I don’t no
If so, why?
     
25. In your opinion, how can the KUWI scholarship program improve upon itself? 

	I heard about it through a friend, so perhaps students should be made more aware of this opportunity.


I hereby give permission for KUWI to show my completed study abroad survey to other students who are thinking about going on a study abroad trip:
Yes

No
Research Report
(Brief report of stay abroad from scientific point of view, ca. 1 page)
	Since beginning my work/master thesis at the Institute of Forest Ecology, I had always wanted to get into ecosystem modeling, and the placement at KTH offered me the perfect platform to develop these skills. Furthermore, CoupModel, the model which I was working with and which was developed by Prof Jansson, is one of the leading process-based ecosystem models, and will therefore be of great use to our current and future research at the institute. However, the immediate objective was to apply the model to a windthrow site in the Northern Limestone Alps, on which we are currently conducting a micrometeorological study. Naturally the placement began with a discussion between myself, Prof Jansson and his Master-, PhD-, and Post-Doctoral students working in related fields. I presented the work that I have been doing here at BOKU and some of data we have and afterwards there was an exchange ideas regarding how the model can be applied to our site, as well as additional research questions which could be interesting to address. E.g. representing the site using a lumped approach or modeling the individual sub-environments that constitute our windthrow site. It was also decided at this meeting that considering the size of our measured dataset, we should forget about simulating carbon dynamics for now and instead I should concentrate on simulating the physical ecosystem processes. After the meeting the first couple weeks were of course devoted to becoming acquainted with the model operation. e.g. the model structure, the format of the input and output files, visualization and analysis of the outputs etc. Prof Jansson was extremely helpful, providing me with demonstrations and teaching material used in his course at the KTH on ecosystem modeling. The teaching material, in the form of tutorials with example model setups and input files, was excellent and provided me with an almost step by step introduction to the structure and operation of the model. Having become able with the basic operation of the model, I then began to develop a number model structures for our site (experimenting with the lumped approach and the distributed sub-environment approach) with subsequent single-run simulations being performed and analyzed. During this period I would meet formally with Prof Jansson each week to discuss my progress with the model and the initial results. He also requested that I note down all technical problems I experienced, as I was working with the latest version of the software, which had not yet been fully tested for operation errors and bugs. As I entered the fifth week of my stay at KTH, my attention then turned to the sensitivity analyses and calibration procedures. Up until this period, the single run simulations had been performed with relatively little adjustment of the default parameters. However, by conducting a literature review to establish plausible parameter ranges, I then began to design some multi-run simulation set-ups using the Generalized Likelihood Uncertainty Estimation (GLUE) method. The multi run simulations allow the model to be run multiple times (up to 90000 repetitions), during which the parameter values are randomly sampled within a user-defined range. Subsequent constraining of the model outputs against the measured values using user-defined performance indices can then reveal which parameters the model is particularly sensitive to and potentially narrower ranges in the parameter values. The remaining period of my stay at KTH was subsequently devoted to these multi-run experiments. Again I would meet formally with Prof Jansson each week to discuss the results and the design of the subsequent multi-runs. The multi-runs yielded some very interesting initial results regarding the model sensitivity and excellent fit with the measured eddy covariance data and ground temperatures was also observed.Overall, the 2 month placement at the KTH was an excellent experience, both for me personally and also in terms of our current research project. While there is still work to do, the initial results look very promising and I will therefore continue this work here in Vienna.      


Thank you for your help![image: image1.png]
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