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Nordic Energy Islands - Testbeds for Just Transitions? 

Guest Lecture by Henner Busch, Centre for Sustainability Studies, Lund University, 
Sweden 
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The EU has identified the Baltic Sea region as a critical area for energy production and 
security: the energy grids and markets of EU states around the Baltic Sea are to be integrated 
and the production of renewable energy (especially offshore wind) is to expand drastically. 
Against this backdrop, islands gain importance as places where necessary infrastructure can 
be located. Islands communities in the region have long spearheaded renewable energy 
development, leading to the creation of "energy islands". In this talk, I present the energy 
transitions unfolding in island communities in Denmark, Sweden and Finland. I analyse these 
processes through the lens of energy justice and problematise both local outcomes and 
theoretical approaches. 
 
Henner Busch is a Guest Professor at BOKU University and Associate professor at LUCSUS 
(Centre for Sustainability Studies Lund University), Sweden. His research explores the 
intersection of energy systems, climate policy, and society, with a special focus on justice, 
power, and participation, with research themes reaching from community energy and just 
transition to transnational municipal climate networks and new representations of nature, 
including in videogames. 

 

 


