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The first private initiatives to harness the energy poten-
tial of rivers and streams using new technologies 
beneath the southeastern Alps date to the 1880s. At the 
turn of the century, local efforts to use the Sava River 
and its tributaries to illuminate primarily urban areas 
were joined by the first regional initiatives in Carniola, 
partly stimulated by centralized projects in the Austrian 
half of the Dual Monarchy and efforts at the national 
level. The outbreak of World War I disrupted existing 
efforts to harness hydropower and revealed the impor-
tance of water for the military. After the war, the region 
under the southeastern Alps experienced growing 
demand for electricity, expansion and integration of the 
power grid, and adaptation of existing hydropower infra-
structure. The outdated legal framework for construc-
ting these facilities was eventually reformed, in some 
respects addressing riverine flora and fauna. The deve-
lopment of the hydropower infrastructure described 
above was also accompanied by negotiations and 
conflicts, revealing existing uses of certain water-
couses, established practices for obtaining water 
concessions, the importance of the Law on Water, and 
changes in the waterscape, which are the key topics of 
this presentation.
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Dam on the Završnica stream, early 20th century. Detail from a postcard of the village of Žirovnica.
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