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While the historiography has long described the 
Danube River as an indispensable logistical 
waterway for the Ottoman state, it remains under-
studied from the perspective of environmental 
history. This talk asks how Ottoman rule dealt with 
the disturbances of the river, how topography and 
hydrology shaped the infrastructural landscape and 
military organization, how far the surviving records 
let us trace that relationship, and what the silences 
reveal about the archive itself. The Ottoman Danube 
was as much an environmental system as a military 
frontier. During their rule, the Ottoman Empire held 
this waterway through a dense network of 
fortresses, shipyards, bridges, and mills. Drawing on 
Ottoman fiscal, military, and administra-tive 
registers, the FWF-funded DANFront project 
reconstructs this frontier as a georeferenced 
dataset. The Danube frontier, seen this way, was 
not only a line to be defended, but a river to be 
coped with.
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