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Scientific project monitoring is:
 Assessment of the projects' progress and achievements.

 A check whether the progress is consistent with the Description of Work.

 A check for signs of irregularities.

Scientific project monitoring is not:
 A peer review.

 A scientific re-evaluation of the project.

 An assessment of the scientific quality of the project outcomes.

Scientific Monitoring by the ERC Executive Agency
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Mid-term Scientific Report
Month 30 + 60 days

Final Scientific Report
Month 60 + 60 days

Financial Report 1
M18

Financial Report 2
M36

Financial Report 3 
M54

4
M60

5-year ERC projects
The reports need to be submitted within 60 days after the end of the reporting periods.

Financial and Scientific Reporting for ERC projects
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Scientific Reporting in the Participant Portal

Continuous Reporting

Participant Portal

You need a "Coordinator" access 
profile to be able to submit reports.

ERC Mid-term or Final Scientific Report



ERC Continuous Reporting (Publications, ….)
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Repository link: 
pointing to 
postprint/AAM in 
Open Access 
repository

Add detail on 
Open Access
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ERC Mid-term and Final Scientific Report

Please provide a concise description 
of the progress of the scientific work 
- in relation to the Description of 
Action given in the grant agreement
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Open Access means "free of charge, online access for any user"

 There are two main routes to Open Access: Green or Gold Open Access.

 Open Access fees are eligible costs and can be charged to the ERC grant (if 
incurred during the project period).

 No extra funding is available: it is strongly advised to include an estimate 
for the Open Access fees in the budget.

 ERC Grantees are asked to provide information on Open Access to 
publications with the scientific reporting.

Open Access to publications in Horizon 2020
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ERC Work Programme 2007-2011 
(FP7)

2012, 2013
(FP7)

2014 onwards
(H2020)

Provision in ERC Grant 
Agreement

No formal 
obligations

Special Clause 39
(excluding PoC projects)

Article 29.2
(including PoC projects)

Types of publications -- Scientific publications 
relating to results

Peer-reviewed scientific publications 
relating to results, including monographs 
and book chapters

Providing Open Access Voluntary "Best efforts" Obligatory

Maximum embargo period 
after publication
(Green Open Access)

-- All domains: 6 months Physics & Engineering and Life Sciences: 6 
months; Social Sciences & Humanities: 12  
months

Open Access to publications in FP7 and H2020
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• 'Green' Open Access/ Self-archiving: deposition of the final peer-reviewed 
manuscript ("author's accepted manuscript") in an online repository upon 
publication.

• Maximum embargo period: 6 months (12 months SH).

• 'Gold' Open Access/ Open access publishing: publication in Open Access journals 
or in hybrid journals for immediate online access.

• Deposition in an online repository upon publication.
• Typically, a fee needs to be paid to the journal/publisher ("Article Processing 

Charge"/APC), which is an eligible cost for ERC grants.
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Green and Gold Open Access to publications
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Open Access Resources: SHERPA/ RoMEO

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk
(always verify the given information with the journal/publisher!)
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Open Access Resources: OAPEN (long-texts)

www.oapen.org
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Opt-In to the Pilot 
by default; Art 29.3 
is included in the
Grant Agreement.

This Opt-In can be 
deselected in the 
proposal.

Open Research Data Pilot: Opt-In/Out

The ERCEA asks the Principal 
Investigator to confirm their decision 
during the grant signature phase .

Principal Investigators have the 
possibility to opt out of the ORDP 
completely at any stage, including 
retro-actively. 

The participation in the pilot is not part of the evaluation of ERC proposals!
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The participation in the pilot entails:

 Submitting a Data Management Plan at month six of the start of the project.

 Depositing the data in a research data repository (primarily the data needed 
to validate the results).

 Taking measures to make it possible to access, mine, exploit, reproduce and 
disseminate the data free of charge.

 Providing information about tools and instruments necessary for validating 
the results (where possible, provide these tools and instruments).

Open Research Data Pilot: Participation
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• The ERC Data Management Plan* template 
offers a set of guiding questions.

• You may also use your institution's template, 
provided that it addresses the main aspects, 
such as the FAIR principle:
 Making data Findable,
 Making data openly Accessible,
 Making data Interoperable,
 Increase data Re-use,
 Allocation of resources and data security.

Open Research Data Pilot: Data Management Plan

* Template available at http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/gm/reporting/h2020-erc-tpl-oa-data-mgt-plan_en.docx
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ERC Support and Resources

 The ERC Scientific Follow-up team:
ERC-SCIENTIFIC-FOLLOW-UP@ec.europa.eu

 The ERC Open Access team:
ERC-OPEN-ACCESS@ec.europa.eu

 The ERC website:
https://erc.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/managing-project/open-access


