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Living fossils….
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Living fossils
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Giants….



5

© Thomas Friedrich

Age: 25 - 200 years.

Size: 35cm – 7m

Reproductive age: 3-5 and up to 18-20 years

Diet: Bentic invertebrates, fish roe, fish
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Giants….
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Resource….
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Resource….



3-4d
12-15d

6-24 Monate

2-7 Jahre

9-17 Jahre

2-3 Monate

3-5 Monate

6-7Monate

?
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We already know what to do:
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LIFE- Sterlet 
Establishment of a self- sustainig population of >2000 adult mature

specimens in all project areas

a) Rearing fingerlings under nature like
conditions

b) Successful releases

c) Monitoring of performance

d) Awareness raising

Aim: „Facilitate transfer of approaches to
other sturgeon species“



Rearing, Release & Monitoring

- Wild broodstock from Danube

- Incubation of eggs with Danube water

- Rearing in Danube water with natural

sediments, natural feeds

- 30.000/a

- Telemetry & targeted monitoring
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Public outreach

- > 120 Print articles

- > 15 television features

- 2 radio shows

- Exhibition on site

- Homepage updated on a regular basis with news

- Instagram Account „sturgeon_conservation“

- YouTube Channel „LIFE-Sterlet“

- Presentation of the project for visitors, school

classes and at conferences
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MEASURES

(1) Identification & mapping of migratory 
fish habitats. 

(2) Development of a harmonized & 
improved strategy (including prioritization) 
for the re-connection of migratory fish 
habitats to secure and re-establish vital 
ecological corridors in the DRB to be 
implemented into policy and management 
plans. 

(3) Provision of a strategy to conserve 
Danube sturgeon species, including an 
appropriate design of broodstock facilities.

Managing and Restoring Aquatic Ecological Corridors 
for Migratory Fish Species in the Danube River Basin

Project co-funded by European Union funds (ERDF, IPA)

www.interreg-danube.eu/measures
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www.interreg-danube.eu/measures

a) T1 - MEASURES Information System

12 partner institutions across
the Danube region

+ 12 Associated Strategic 
Partners

b) T1 – Stakeholder Workshops

- Network building + enhancing 
institutional capacity of eco-corridors

Activities & Outputs
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d) Strengthening the populations
- Ex-situ gene stocks of Danube sturgeons
- Method for presence of rare Danube 

sturgeons
- Pilot restocking of Russian sturgeon and 

sterlet
- Design of ex-situ preservation sites

c) Mapping the corridor
- Experts training
- Mapping of the Danube and selected 

major tributaries
- Migratory fish habitat mapping manual

e) Securing the ecological corridor
- Strategy for the Danube ecological corridor
- Lessons learnt manual
- Stakeholder Training Workshop

Project co-funded by European Union funds (ERDF, IPA)

www.interreg-danube.eu/measures

THE FINAL GOAL



Biodiversity at river scale

www.aquacross.eu/

What is the conservation and restoration potential of the
river-floodplain systems along the Danube?
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approx. 80% concordance 
with Natura 2000 network

Approx. 60% concordance 
with restoration plans
Funk et al. 2019: Science of the 
Total Environment, 654, 763-777.

Multifunctionality 

www.aquacross.eu/
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adding approx. 3,000 km² of promising 
area for restoration

mitigation



© Thomas Friedrich

© Thomas Friedrich

...but what do we need to implement it?

- A strong Water Framework Directive

- Intensive coordination on macro-regional level – both in 

governance, science and management

- Long term programmes and funding schemes for implementation

and operation

- Increased protection status in FFH- Directive

Without coordination and implementation on European and basin-

wide level the European Sturgeon Action plan ist just paper.… 

….and extinction is forever!


